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U.S. Patent and Trademark Office 
220 20 th Street S. 
Customer Window 

Crystal Plaza Two, Lobby, Room 1B03 
Arlington, VA 22202 

Dear Sir: 

The Examiner does not acknowledge the claim for foreign priority in the Office Action mailed 
May 13, 2004 for instant application. For the reasons set forth below, it is requested that the claim for 
foreign priority be acknowledged in the next communication from the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office. 

The instant application is a national stage application of PCT/EP0 1/0 1530 that identifies the 
United States as a Designated State. Because the United States was identified as a Designated State, 
copies of the international application and related papers regarding the claim for priority should have been 
forwarded by the International Bureau and received by the U.S. Receiving Office. 

During a telephone conference between the undersigned and the PCT Help Desk at the U.S. 
Patent and Trademark Office, the undersigned was informed that the necessary priority documents were 
transmitted to the U.S. Receiving Office and placed in the instant application. 



Accordingly, it is respectfully requested that the Examiner acknowledge the claim of priority and 
the receipt of the required priority documents. 



BANNER & WITCOFF, LTD. 
Eleventh Floor 
1001 G Street, N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20001 
(202) 508-9100 

Dated: ^/ 3/v 1 / 



Respectfully submitted, 




Brian E. Hanlon 
Reg. No. 40,449 
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